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A Mediator must be the friend of the par- 


ties between whom he mediates. 


It would be needless to undertake the 
proof of the friendship of Christ, the Medi- 
Indeed it would be 


ator, to his Father. 
impiety and the height of absurdity to call 
itin question. He always pleased his 
Father ; was perfectly obedient to bis law, 
and resigned to his will. He adored his 
Father, and cheerfully engaged to do his 
will ; and, according to bis own dec!ara- 
tion, * he had glorified God on Earth and 
finished the work he had given him to do.” 

Christ was the friend, likewise, of man, 
There is every proof of this. His faith- 
fulness in instructing mankind in the truth; 
and in truths, the most essential to their 
present peace and fature bliss ; his miracles 
and wonderful works: his concilitory in- 
structions to the afflicted ; the wisdom of 
his advice to the sincere inquirer after 
truth ; the plain but wise admonition to 
the refractory and disobedient : these all 
prove that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
the Mediator, was the friend of man, the 
friend of sinners. But how strikingly is 
his love set forth by St. Paul, Rom. v. 7, 8. 
For scarcely for a righteous man will 
one die: yet paradventure for a good man, 
some would even dare to die. But God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.— 
Christ came to save the world, which must 
be an act of friendship. He comes to save 
his people from their sins ; to reconcile 
them to God and thus to qualify them for 
glory. 

He comes to seek and save that which 
was lost, even all men, for al} were loat.— 
He became the propitiation for the sins of 

he whole world, and gave himself a ran- 
:om for all,which proves that he was friend- 


Thus Christ, the Mediator, is, unques- 
tionably, the friend both of God and cf 
man his rational offspring. 

REMARKS. 

We have sufficiently proved that Christ 
is the friend both of God and man; and 
these are the parties between whom he me- 
diates. Nowifthere be a mutual hatred 
between God and man; if man hates God 
and God hates man, as we are taught by 
limitarians ; it appears to me, that the 
doctrine, that the Father,Son and Holy 
Ghost are equal ; that they are the same 
in substance and equal in power and glory ; 
in short that they are one God, must ap- 
pear to be exceedingly erroneous. 

Here are, according to the Trinitarians, 
three distinct persons, equal in power and 
glory and that these three are one God, 
Now our limitarians teach, that the Fath- 
er whois the first person, hates sinners ; 
that he is ful! of wrath and indignation a- 
gainst them. We have proved that the 
second person loves sinners, and all sin. 
ners, ang that his love was so great that he 
died forthem. This will exhibit absurdi- 
ties, which are awful in contemplation, and 
very dreadful in their consequences: the 
first person is represented as hating an ob- 
ject, which the second person loves. The 
first person is filled with wrath and indig- 
nation against sinful men ; the second per- 
son has a generous and benevolent love 
which is stronger than death ; which excites 

him to undergo the miseries of this life, 

and the shameful and painful death of the 

cross, that man might live. 

There appears to bea difference in the 

disposition of the two persons, which is 

impossible for meto reconcile with one 

essence ; for if the two be one, and both 

essentially God ; how can one hate and 








¥ to all mankind. 


the other love mankind? If there werea 
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perfect harmony between these two per. 
sons, and that, which was an object of love 
to one, was equally so the other ; there 
might be a plausibi/ity in the distinction of 
equal personality inthe Father and Son: 
but I conceive, in that case, that it would 


bea plausibility, not a reality. But to be’ 
conciled him to man: here he changes a- 


in direct opposition one to the other, argues 
a division, and teaches this awful and ab. 
surd dctrine, that God is divided against 
himself ! / 

But this is not all the difficulty, which 
the subject contains : for ifthe Father and 
Son are equal in power and glory ; and if 
the Father be dissatisfied so as to hate his 
‘creature man ; what satisfaction can the 
Son make, or what reconciliation can he 
effect in his Father? Being equal, their 
present difference must subsist, for neith- 
er of them can prevail over the other. Ir 
is impossible, in such circumstances, that 
the Son should merit any thing of the Fath- 
er, orthat any consideration of Christ, 
should counterpoise an equal consideration 
inthe Fatter. Being equa! in power and 
glory, the scales must remain in equiltb- 
rium !! The consequence must be, that 
God the Father will eternally hate, while 
God the Son will eternally love the human 
species ! !! 

What an absurdity and contradiction is 
this? If there be the least misstatemen' 
here; I wish, nay L even contend, that my 
hmitarian and Trinitarian triends ought to 
point it out, 

But I must not stop here ; I go farther 
and say, that, on the principle of equality 
between the Father and the Son ; atone- 
ment, in the light which our opponents view 
it, is impossible, How could Christ, being 
equal, only, with the Father, appease his 
anger ? How could he merit any thing 
from God ? How could he satisfy justice, 
whose dissatisfaction was infinite? How 
could he effect any of these things if he 
were only equal tothe Father and not su- 
perior ? 

But lastly, as a climax amplifies by 
strict gradation, and closes with a master- 
piece or cap-stone ; so in the present case, 


the crowning piece of this fabric of absur. 
dity and imposition, is, that God the Fy. 
ther is changeable as well as malevolent. 
They tell us that God is full of hatred 
and wrathtowards men. This argues a 
change, for he once loved man. They tell 





us that Christ appeased his anger ané re. 


igain. If, according to these teachers and 
believers, God be really changeable, then 
the hope of all menis gone forever. As it 
was said of Israel, ‘ that blindness in part 
had happened to them ;’ so may it be said) 
in relation to the present case, that blind. 
ness, in part, has happened to the cliristian 
world, toits teachers in particular, ard it 
will continue, till the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord. 
We will here sum up the astonishing absurd. 
ities which this system of divinity contains, 
and submit the same tothe consideration 
and decision of our readers. God is rer- 
resented, as subsisting in» three distinct 
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.— 
The Father is God ; the Son is God ; the 
Holy Ghost is God. 

The Father, say they, is possessed of al 
possible perfection, both of wisdom, 
power and goodness : that he is self-exis 
ent, all-sufficient, independent ; that hein: 
babits eternity, fills immensity, and is the 
only wise andtrae God. Then to the Son 
and Holy Ghost are attributed the same 
all-sufficiency, independence and attributes 
as are ascribed to the Father. ‘This males 
the Father infinite ; the Son injinite ; ani 
the Holy Ghost infinite. 

Here are three infinite persons, makins 
ONE infinite God. They, the Trinita- 
ans, tell us, that these three are the same 
substance and equal in power and glory. 

First. If the Son be equal with the f+ 
ther in power and glory, it must be, th! 
| his power and glory, like the Father's at 
‘underived : for if they be derived, it wi! 
argue inferiority to the Father, for his wet 
underived. Ifthe power and glory of ti# 
Son were underived and he be equal wit 
the Father, then he was not begotten i 
the Father? Canhe be called the 502° 
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tbe Father, and yet like the Father be 
self-existent or underived ? That self-ex- 
istence of the second person, which is ne- 
cessary to make him equal with the Father 
in power and glory, destroys all ideas of a 
Son, or one begotten. Hence, although 
we can never sufficiently speak the worth 
of the Son or shew forth our Saviour’s glo- 
ry ; although he is to be acknowledged 
Lord to the glory of God the Father, and 
head over all things to the church; though 
he be the brightness of the Father’s glory 
and the express image of his person; and 
though angels, authorities and powers are 
made subject unto bum ; yet it appears,that 
all, all was derived to him from the Fath- 
er, Grace was poured into his lips. God 
blessed him forever. It pleased the Fathb- 
er that in bim should all fulness dwell.— 
He is said to be begotten by the Father ; to 
have proceeded forth and come from Gud ; 
to have been sent from God; to have re 

ceived his authority and kingdom fron: 
God ; and, at last, to detiver up this king. 
dom to the Father, from whom he received 
it and became, himself, subiect to the Fa- 
ther, that God may de all inall. Thusit 
appeara, notwithstanding the greatness ot 
our Saviour’s glory, that he is not the self 
existeat Deity. 

Secondly. It is contrary to allthat rea. 
son with which we are endued, to assent 
to alore than one infinite being or person. 
‘Tosay there are two or more infinite be- 
ings is an absurdity. Whoever rightly 
considers infinity as applied to greatness 
must be convinced that there can be bu: 
one being, who is infinite ; and as to the 
infinite duration of other beings, thougt: 
they may be assured that their existence will 
never cease, respecting eternity to come; 
yet none are without beginning, or nope 
have existed from eternity or is underived. 
but God alone. For this reason God, only 


hath immertality. 
(To be continued.) 





Behold, the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed inthe earth : much more the wick 
ed and thesinner, 


A DISCOURSE 

On Hell, delivered in the Court- House, 

Buffalo, by the Rev. J. S. Tuomrson, 

A. M. 

1 Corinth. xv. 55. 

Brethren in the Gospel of Ch ist, and 
Fel!ow heirs of the heaven)y inheritance— 
You have heard of the grace of God which 
bringeth salvation to all men, and have 
been induced to admit that such a dispen- 
sation merited the title of Euangelion, or 
goodness. But when this grace of God 
displays its glories, by triumphing over 
sin, death, and hell—you are constrained 
toexclaim with Paul, it is the glorious gos- 
pel of the blessed God. Herein you be- 
bold it uabosom the eterna! and unchange- 
able love of God towards mankind, by 
forming them in goodness, directing them 
in wisdom, glorifying them in power, and 
performing all things, for the exaltation 
of his own glory, and the eternal beatifica- 
tion of all his intelligent offspring. Iknow 
not with what feelings you have assembled 
thisevening—whether you are disposed to 
hear what God the Lord will say, or de- 
termined to hojd the vulgar opinions for 
the sake of popularity : O my God, save 
me from being a dissembler, a sycophant 
and bigot. Let me die an independent 
man, that my death may be glorious ; but 
may I never live an hour in sinful con- 
formity, alike detested by God and honest 
men. The reading which I have adopted 
is supported by the Greek text, the best 
transiators and commentators of ancient 
and modern times, and is the reading found 
in the margin of many of your bibies. The 
word Hades, which occurs eleven times in 
the New ‘Testament, is rendered heil in 
aliexceptin my text, where it is transla- — 
ted grave. Inthis the crafty translators, 
whose heads and creeds were equally full 
of hell and damnation, betrayed their at- 
tachment to the pious frauds of antiquity, 
and their disposition to save from ruin 
their favorite system. They perceived if 
the word Hades should be translated hell, 
in the text,the doctrine built on this suppo- 





sititious foundation would come to naught. 
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Heli having lost its victory, and death its 
sting, universal salvation must follow ; and 
the Pagan doctrine of hell torments, which 
had been introduced into the christian sys- 
tem, be forever neglected. Beholding the 
inevitable catastrophe which would befall 
the whole system, rather than admit that 
the good news wouldextend to ail people, 
they exposed themselves to the just charge 
of corrupting the word of God—32 Corinth- 
jansii. 17. 

Awful as the terms, death and beil, may 
sound in your ears, my text unfolds the 
grace which will triumph over sin. Itis 
an abyss which will swallow up death in 
victory ; it isa key which shall unlock the 
gates of Hades, and let the prisoners go 
free. Death being the wages of sin, fol- 
Jowed it as a consequence ; but sin being 
destroyed, death and the grave must cease 
to devour, and hell herself be robbed of 
her prey. 

Friends, Iundertake to disprove the 
wicked doctrine of hell torments. IfI 
succeed we shall rejoice together that men 
ate now delivered from that which held 
them, all their lifetime, in bondage through 
fear of death. Ishall achieve for youa 
more glorious liberty than that of which a 
Washington could boast, and introduce a 
new epoch in history more important than 
ever has yet been commemorated by the 
offspring of Adam. Great God, favor my 
efforts! If I am unable to accomplish my 
undertaking, you will admit my design to 
have been philanthrophic; and favor my 
memorial with the epitaph of Phzton. 

“Magnis 
Quem si non tenuit, tamen excidit ausis.” 
Though he did not succeed, yet he failed 
in a great undertaking. 

In the discussion of this subject, I shall 
offer for your consideration, the following 
explanation and history of hell, and then 
endeavor to disprove the doctrine founded 
on this supposititious place of never ending 
torments. 

Hades from a, not, and eido, to see—sig- 
nifies unseen, invisible ; the invisible re- 
cepticle or mansion of the dead, where all 





departed spirits are supposed to aside, 
without any distinction whatever. In the 
scriptures, it is often personified as a king 
of terrors, or destroying monster, having 
his Basileion, or kingdom.—Wisd. j 14, 
This is implied in the phrase, heos hadau, 
or, dama hadau.—Gen. xxxvii. 35. Num. 
xvi. 30. Is. xiv. 11. Math. xi. 23. His 
pulai, or gates. Is. xxxviii. 10. Math. xvi, 
18. His puloroi, or door-keepers, Job. 
xxxviii. 17. His cheir, or hand, Ps. xlix 
15. Hosea xiii. 14. His kentron, or sting, 
as in the text ; and notwithstanding that 
many have formed an unholy alliance, or 
covenant with him, to support his iniqui- 
tous administration, Is. xxviii. 15. yet he 
will be cast cis ten linnen tow puros, into 
the lake of fire—Rev. xx.14. Here my 
auditors is the fortunate event my text con- 
templates when death and hell will be des- 
troyed, and golden years return again. 

To the term hell, and our ideas of it, the 

words of the Latin poet may be justly ap- 
plied : 
‘*Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur ab illis.’ 
Times are changed, and we are changed 
bythem. The word has lost its primitive 
signification, which was perfectly inno- 
cent, and acquired the modern idea of a 
place appropriated to interminable punish- 
ment. It should no longer therefore be 
used as the translation of the sheol of the 
Hebrew bible, nor the hades of the Greek 
Testament, for those terms signify a dark, 
unseen place. Primitively, hell meant 
to cover or hide, andto this cay is used in 
the west of England to express the notion 
of something concealed or invisible. In 
this sense it fully corresponds tothe He- 
brew sheot and the Greek hades. 

Josephus, who borrowed his views from 
the Grecian traditions, which had been 
lateiy adopted by the pharisees, tells us 
“hades is a subterraneous region, where 
the light never shines, and which must 
therefore be perpetual darkness. This re- 
gion is appointed as a place of custody, in 
which the souls both of the righteous and 
unrighteous are detained. Into this re- 





gion there is only one descent, at whose 
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gate there stands an archangel with a host. 
The souls which pass through the gate go 
notall one way. The just are guided to 
the right, are conducted to a luminous re- 
gion which we call Abraham’s bosom.— 
The unjust are dragged to the left hand by 
the angels allotted for punishment, who 
reproach and threaten them by their terri- 
ble looks.” 

The hell of the ancient heathen was di- 
yided into two mansions; that on the 
right they called Elysium, from a, not, and 
luo, to dissolve, which they intended to 
signify eternal existence, and is derived 
from the same word which the apostle em- 
ploys, Heb. vii. 16, to express endless du- 
ration. The Elysium of the Greeks, cal- 
led by the Jews the bosom of Abraham, 
was believed to be a pleasant and delight- 
ful place abounding in all manner of delica- 
cies ; but its pleasures they supposed to be 
corporeal and sensual. The left hand de- 
partment was appointed for the wicked.— 
This mansion they denominated Tartaros, 
either from the verb tartariso, to tremble, 
or tarasso, to distarb. This was the low- 
est or most dreadful placein hell, inthe 





opinions of the Greeks and Romans, and is 
that to which the psalmist alludes, Ps-xxxvi. 
13. It is also mentioned from an apoc- 
ryphal work 2 Peter, ii. 4. The en- 
trance or descent into this subterraneous 
region, the Latins supposed to be through 
the lake Overnus in Campania, near the 
Bay of Pateolus, now called Lago d’Aver- 
no. The exhalation from this lake was 
believed to be destructive to all birds; 
hence called avernus from a, negatively, 
and ornis,* a bird. This name however 
was afterwards applied to all places or 
lakes, possessing similar qualities. Nunc 
age Ovefna tibique sint locacumque lac. 
usque. Lucret. Lib. 6, 738. 

Strabo describes the country around 
this lake as abounding with fountains 
of warm waters, mixed with salt, sul- 
phur, alum and bitumen, which gave ori- 
ginto the names of Phlegethon and Pyri- 
phlegethon, two rivers of hell—so called 
from these warm sulphurous waters. Of 


this passage to the infernal regions Virgil 
speaks Aen 6, 126, 


— ‘facilis decensus Overni, 
Noctes atque dies patet atri Janua Dictis.”” 


Thedescent at Overnus is easy, and the 
gate of Plato lies open night and day. 

The Greeks had a passage into hades at 
Taenaris, a promontory of Peloponnesus, 
now called capomaina. Of this Virgii al- 
so takes notice; Geor. 4, 497. 

“Taenarias etiam: fauces, alta ostia Ditis 
Ingressus, Manesque adiit regemque tremen- 


[tem.” 
Having entered the passage of ‘Taenaris 


and the lofty gates of Pluto, he visited the 
shades and their terrible king. 

The word hell occurs in the gospels of 
Matthew and Mark, as the translation of 
Gehenna : but surely no honest man would 
ever have used the former word to express 
the idea of the latter. Hell means a con- 
ceaied place ; but Gehenna was the valley 
of Hinnon in the vicinity of Jerusalem, 
well known to all the inhabitants of that 
city. There is therefore no affinity in 
the terms, nor in the ideas suggested by 
them. ‘The best versions retain the word 
Gehenna. Mal. v. 22, 29, 30; and xviii. 9, 
Mark ix. 43,47. Luke xii. 5, &c. As A- 
haz wasthe first king Judah who burnt his 
children in the fire to Moloch in the va}- 
ley of Hinnon, we have reason to suppose 
Tophet was built or repaired by his orders. 
See 2 Chron. xxviii. 3, and Jer. vii. a, 
and the whole of the 17th chapter. 

Toph or Tophet, which signifies a fire. 
stove, was a great image erected to Mo- 
loch, hollow within, and prepared for the 
reception of those innocent victims which 
were committed to the flames as expiatory 
sacrifices to appease the wrath of this sense- 
less god of consuming fire!! O ye wor- 
shippers of gods, whose bowels emit col- 
umns of liquid flames, and whose very 
breath is a stream of brimstone, think of 
horrid Moloch !! Consider also, if the 
worshippers of the Apocalyptic beast be 
not tormented as the Jews were, by the sla- 
vish dread of a terrific monster ! 

Thongh the children of Judah built To- 
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phet for the express purpose of burning 
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their children, when all the good feelings 
of their nature became extinct by the bane- 
fal inflaence of idolatry and superstition 5 
yet the Jehovah of the Jews declares the 
wicked thought never entered his heart to 
burn one of his offspring.—Jer. vil. 31. 
The worship of wicked Moloch was ex 
pressly prohibited. Lev. XViil. 21. 


To prevent this horrid practice, Josish, 


defiled this valley of Hinnon by making a 
common depot for the filth of the city, ane 
the bodies of those who were refused the 
rites of burial. To prevent noxious va- 
pors from proving injurious to the health 
of the city, a fire was kept continually 
burning to consume the filth, which being 
largely supplied, caused the fire to obtain 
ihe epithet, unguenchable. Dead bodies 
hung exposed to the influence of the at- 
mospheric air, soon became putrid and 
clothed with worms ; hence the valley ob- 


tained the name of the place where the) 


worm dieth not and the fire is not quench- 
ed—Is. Ixvi. 24. Jer. vil. 33, and xix. 6,7, 
11 ; see also Joshua xv. 8.—2 Kings, xxiii. 
10.—Is. xxx. 33, &c. 

In Gehenwa, 185,000 of the army of 


Senacherib fell by a fiery pestilential dis. | 


ease, andthereby the prophecy Is. xxx. 33, 
was almost literally falfilled. For this 
king of Assyria, Tophet or Gehenna was 
prepared, and the breath ofthe Lord like 
a stream of brimstone enkindled the fire 
for the destruction of his army. At the 
time Jerusalem was taken by the Babylon- 
ians, thousands of slaughtered Jews were 
thrown in heaps into this valley, accord- 
ing to Jer. vii. 33, and xix. 7, One of 
the Jewish tribunals ordered this to bea 
place of execution for criminals; a certain 


class of whom were sentenced to be burn-| 


edinthe fire. To this judgment and pun- 
ishment, Christ refers, Mat. v, 21, 22; 
heuce this place was held in abhorrence by 
the Jews, who proverbially expressed great 
and disgraceful punishments by Gehenna, 
or being cast into thatvalley. See Le 
Clerc, Lightfoot, Grotius, Hammond, 
Newcombe, Clarke, Campbell, &c. on the 


passages to which I have referred—Cro- 


i 





den’s Concordance on Tophet, and Brown 
and Calmet’s dictionaries of the bible, 

2. Having described heli according to 
the notions of antiquity, I shail now under. 
take to disprove the doctrine. 

Ist. An everlasting hell was built by 
Paganising christians on the SUPNOsition 
that sin is infinite, which they supposed to 
be the violation of an infinite law, whose 
penalty was eternal damnation. Now if 
sin be infinite, it must be s0 either in the 
parts, or inthe aggregate; if nut in the 
parts, it cannot be inthe whole, for infin. 
ity can never be shown to consist of parts, 
If thus, one sin be infinite, and tofinity can. 
not be augmented, then all the sin commit- 
ted since Adam amounts to just nothing ; 
for his sin being infivite, could not be aug. 
mented ; and therefore, joy to a world of 
‘sinners! they have nothing to fear— 
| Moreover if infinite sin merits infinite pun. 
ishment, then one sinner deserves al! the 
punishment of aneternal hell—and God 
bimself cannot prepare mere than infinite 
punishment; consequently there never 
could be more than one sinner, nor more 
_than one sufferer in the universe, 

It would be absurd to suppose that God 
ever gave sucha law—there is no intima 
tion of it inthe bible ; infinite sin is non. 
Sense, and infinite punishment is equally 
| ridiculous. 

2. An endless hell is useless, even ac- 
cording to the opinions of its advocates,— 
They affirm, men will ever be atoning for 
their sin, but never succeed to expiate ev- 








; 
t 





| en the least crime they may have commit: 


ted. Hence the punishment of hell aust 
be inflicted to gratify a malignant and re- 
vengeful passion in the deity. Sure notb- 
ing less than pure malevolence could in- 
flict pain for no other purpose ythan the 
gratification of incensed wratht- If the 
torments of hell could answer any good 
purpose, we could admit them ; but they 
are neither for example nor correction, con- 
sequently,they are the offspring of free un- 
merited malevolence! Who can address 
& prayer to Jehovah, and call him father 
believing that he prepared hell for maa, 
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whom, unasked, he had thrown into exist- 
ence, knowing that he would terminate his 
course in the terrific regions of despair. 
O Calvinists, what think ye of your God, 
who begets children, makes a fire for them 
and burns them to death. Nay, that ‘4 
nothing ; he immortalizes their existence 
to please himself with their contortions ! 
O Armenian, what better is your God, 
who makes man, prepares the fire, clears 
the wy, and sits calm and composed whilst 
he bebolds his creatures going into the fire, 
and forever writhing in the liquid flames! ! 

Some of my auditors who revolt with 
horror from tne doctrine of aa endless hell, 
are stillinclined to approve the doctrine of 
Purgaiory. This dogma originated as far 
as we can ascertain, with the Platonic phi- 
losophy. He tavght that there is in matter 
a certain refractory force, which resists the 
will of the great Artificer. Out of the 
soul of the universe which had itself be- 
come contaminated by material mixture, 
God formed inferior souls, numerous as the 
stars, and sent them down to the earth to 
be imprisoned in bodies. Butthe soul be- 
ing immortal, by disengaging itself from 
animal passions and rising to the contem- 
piation of a world of intelligences, might 
regain its original habitation. Matter can 
never sulfer annihilation; the world there- 
fore, shall be forever ; and by the action of 
the animating principle, it accomplishes 
certain periods in which every thing re- 
turns to its ancient place or state. See En- 
fiela’s history of Philosophy. 

The Platonic and Pythagorean doctrines 
had been admitted into the traditions of the 
Ph#fisees before the time of Christ—Jobn 
ix.2. Their ideas of punishment were 
Piatonic, and those of a resurrection Py- 
tMagorean. Josephus tells us that in the 
region of Hades, angels are appointed as 
guardians of the souls, who distribute éem- 
porary punishments unto them, agreeably 
to every ones behavior and manner. Vir- 
gil causes Anchises to teach this doctrine 
to AEneas—AEn. 6, 740, speaking of the 
ghosts. 


“Supplicia expendunt, aliae panduntur inanes 
! 





Suspensae ad ventos ; aliis sub gurgite vaste 
Infectum eluitur seclus, aut exuritur igni. 
Quisque suos patimur manes. Exinde per 
[amplum 
Mittimur Elysium.” 
Inthese lines he describes the threefold 
means of renoving the pollution of the sin= 
ner ; First, by the winds ; second, by wa- 
ter, and third by fire. That after they had 
undergone purification they were introdu- 
ced into the fields of the blessed. Origen 
adopted the Platonic doctrine and enlarged 
onit, and hence it became the prevailing 
sentiment among the christians of the third 
century. 

The description of the infernal regions 
had been abandoned to the fancy of paint- 
ers and poets, who peopled them with so 
many phantoms and monsters who dispens- 
ed their rewards and punishments with so 
little equity, that a doctrine, the most con- 
genial to the human heart, was disgraced 
by the absurd mixture of the wildest fic- 
tions. The doctrine of a future state was 
not held in repute by the polytheists of 
Greece and Rome. ‘They believed the 
providence of the Gods to be visibly dis- 
played on the theatre of the present world; 
therefore they neither feared nor expected 


‘a future state of existence. 


The doctrine of future rewards and 
punishments was built on the supposition 
of the immortality of the soul; a doctrine 
as fanciful as any of which the reveries of 
imagination can boast. All the pheaomena 
trom birth to death are repugnant to the 
unmateriality and immortality of the hi. 
man soul; and compel us to admit with 
Lucretius, quoque pariter cum corporet u- 
na crescere sentimus, partarque senescere 
mentem. God has given us reason to dis- 
tinguish, and senses to perceive and reflects 
but this very reason shows the absurdity 
of embracing an opinion of spirit, which 
none of these senses will support. This 
doctrine,was invented in Egypt, the moth. 
er of superstition, and brought by Orphe- 
us to Greece. ‘Thence it passed to the 
Romans ; and being so admirably adapted 
to flatter buman pride, Indians, Scythians, 
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Gauls, Germans and Americans eagerly 
received the dogma, ‘The hypothesis of 
future punishment served two important 
purposes ; first as a reply to the Atheists 
who objected to the unequal distributions 
of good and evil in the present state ; sec- 
ondly, to restrain the manners of men 
through the fear of being miserable in an- 


other world. 
(Concluded in our next.) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
Singular Transaction. 

The Rev. Mr. Thompson, a Universalist 

preacher, recently from New. York, having 
appointed a meeting at the Court House, 
in this village, on Friday evening last, some 
persons were anxious that notice of the time 
of commencing divine service might be giv- 
ei7,in the usual way, by ringing the public 
bell. This bell, (the only one in the vil- 
lage,) is locatedin the Episcopal Church, 
and was paid for with money raised by sub- 
scription without regard to sect or belief 
of any kind. The inhabitants, indiscrim- 
inately, were solicited to give for its pur- 
chase, and all who chose so to de embrac- 
ed the opportunity. 

The bell, therefore, was considered pub- 
tic property, and one religious society was 
supposed just as much entitled tothe use 
ofitas another. With this view of the 
subject, a Universalist who himself gave 
$5 towards its purchase, called upon the 


cordingly has heretofore been used promis. 
caously by the different persuasions of 
worshippers without complaint. Is it 
possible that any man who has attained 
to the station of an ordained priest in the 
Episcopal church can be so simple as to 
suppose a course of this kind can prevent 
men’s hearing and learning the trath? Yet 
this must have been the object. The doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation is at the present 
moment making unparalleled inroads up- 
on superstition in this village and vicinity, 
and sach unchristian conduct will only aid 
its promulgation. The Rev. Mr. Babcock 
will not long remain ignorant of the fact, 
that his attempt, in this instance, to exer- 
cise acontroling influence over property 
which does not belong to him, will have a 
powerful tendency to lower him in public 
opinion ; and,if Iam not much mistaken, 
also considerably diminish the number of 
his hearers. I regret as much as any one, 
the folly that dictated the act, nor would I, 
upon any other consideration than a sense 
of duty, consent to make it public; yet 
the author of such a procedure can have 
no just cause of complaint at its publica- 
tion, for it is but proper that a preacher’s 
neighbors should be intimately acquainted 
with his passions, prejudices and genera! 
views. G. 





Ifthey obey and serve him, they shali 
spend their days in prosperity, and their 





proper person auc employed him to ring ‘years in pleasure. 

the bell at the hour of meeting, which he|” aut if they obey not, they shall perish 

accordingly did. mor oy the sword, and they shall die without 
The next day, the Rev. Mr. we atus | knowledge. 

Babcock, the officiating clergymanin the 

Episcopal church where the bell is located, {> Brother Everett will preach at the Court Housé 

; var tt Sabbath. Servi 

pe a seen the bell ringer, and forbid, in wet abbath ervice to commence at the usual 

direct terms, his ever ringing the bell again 

fora Universalist meeting ! He made no Ps ~~ P ah gS vl _ ote aa 
; ‘ z 4 f ther denom- Ly ee lum ©6 Lanpheoer ism, or the Articles 0; 

objection to its being rung for o Union, Faith and Practice, of the Universalian Church 


inations of christians. He told the ringers in Chautauque, Explained and confirmed with Notes 
By Lewis C. Todd, 


3 Price 18 cents. 








farther, that he should lose nothing by the 
order, butshould be paid as much as the 
Universalists had agreed to give him. 

It is worthy of remark that this bell is 
not only, in fact, public property ; but that 
ithas always beenso considered, and ac- | 








PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARB 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY IN 
ADVANGE.—H. A. SALISBURY; 
PRINTER: 








